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Framing 
Our Future



Having a pluralistic non-denominational school that ensures 
immersion in Jewish education and Judaic values is fundamental 

to the future of our community. Talmud Torah has been a pillar 
of our community for over 100 years. The school ensures that the 
foundations of a strong Jewish identity and involvement in the 

greater Jewish community are in place. 

- Stacey Leavitt-Wright, 
CEO The Jewish Federation of Edmonton



Message from 
the Board.

In the small Jewish community of 

Edmonton, Talmud Torah holds a special 

place in our hearts. For those who have 

come and gone, it holds fond memories 

of Jewish learning and lifelong friends. 

For us now, it is a place of community 

and connection, and a hope that our 

children are supported, nurtured, and 

inspired both to learn and find their 

place in the world. We envision a lively 

place of learning, where our youngest 

citizens are surrounded by friends, 

caring educators and teachers, while 

learning about and celebrating their 

heritage.

We have spent the last year learning 

about Talmud Torah’s past, and 

planning for its future. Under the 

direction of dedicated board members, 

informed by feedback of over 200 

members of the community, including 

parents, grandparents, alumni, teachers, 

and others, the Talmud Torah Society is 

pleased to share the 2021-2026 Strategic 

Plan: Framing Our Future. We have 

learned just how important our Day 

School and Early Learning Centre are 

to our community, and are humbled by 

this opportunity to continue to enrich 

Jewish life in Edmonton.

 — The Talmud Torah Society Board



Since we have no family in Edmonton, finding TT was a blessing for us. We 
developed a great support system and do not feel alone anymore. It is very 

important for us that the girls know about the history of their people, and learn 
our language and traditions, so they are not disconnected from our family 

back home but also that they know their place in the world as family members, 
community members and members of the Jewish people. 

-Noga Vaisblat, TT Parent



I like that Talmud Torah feels like an extended family for my 
kids - there is a true sense of community and connection within 

the school. I really appreciate that my son’s teacher is invested 
not only in his academic progression, but also his development 

as a human being and citizen. I have been so pleased with how 
my son’s teacher has been able to support his learning in an 

individualized way.

-Jennifer Coppens, TT Parent



About the Talmud 
Torah Society.



The Edmonton Talmud Torah Society 

has come a long way since its early 

beginnings as a cheder. Located on 103 

and Jasper Ave., in 1933, TTS offered its 

first day school classes and kosher lunch 

program, both the first of their kind 

in Canada. With growing enrollment 

to 400 students, in 1953 Talmud Torah 

moved to its former location at 132 St. 

and 106 Ave. It was there, in 1975, that 

the Talmud Torah Society established 

its relationship with the Edmonton 

Public School Board. Together, they 

created the version of Talmud Torah that 

still exists today: an EPSB Alternative 

Program school whose Judaic content 

and financing remains the responsibility 

of the Talmud Torah Society. Talmud 

Torah’s current location in West 

Edmonton broke ground in 1997, and 

while originally home to a K-9 program, 

currently includes a K-6 day school, 

alongside an out of school care (OSC) 

program, and an ages 1-5 early learning 

centre (ELC).

“On December 22, 1912 thirteen Jewish men gathered together in the basement of 

Beth Israel Synagogue on 95th Street and Rowland Road in Edmonton. They were 

immigrants who had fled the pogroms and destitution of Czarist Russia. They earned 

their living as merchants, supplying and servicing the farmers, hunters and trappers of 

the Edmonton-based agriculture and fur industries. They had abandoned many of the 

trappings of shtetl yiddishkeit, but they had remained committed Jews. That evening 

they elected officers, formed several committees and began fulfilling the biblical 

directive that “all your children shall be taught of the Lord” (Isaiah 54:13). This was the 

first Board of Directors of the Edmonton Talmud Torah.” 

– Ronald Pascoe, Edmonton Talmud Torah: 
the First Seventy-Five Years, 1912-1987



Talmud Torah continues to be a fundamental part of Jewish Edmonton, 
transcending synagogue affiliations, interconnecting generations , and 

interweaving new families into our small community. The school provides its 
students with foundations for learning, growth and living Jewishly, in a complex 

society. I believe that Talmud Torah is key to the continuing health and integrity of 
our community, setting up students for success, and fostering future leaders.

 —Laurence Abbott, President of Beth Shalom Conservative Congregation 

This is our community centre; this is the place where you belong 
regardless of religious beliefs or affiliation. So in many ways, I think 

this is the heart of Edmonton’s Jewish community.

 —Rabbi Gila Caine, Temple Beth Ora Reform Movement



The founding fathers of the Jewish community of Edmonton made it a priority 
to establish a place of Jewish learning for their children despite the tremendous 

challenges. Chabad of Edmonton’s relationship with Talmud Torah goes back 30 
years, in which we have been privileged to present many, many workshops, classes 

and educational programs to all classes throughout the years.

 —Rabbi Ari Drelich, Chabad Lubavitch of Edmonton 

Education is a pillar of our religion and as Jewish parents we desire that our 
children receive a strong Judaic, Hebrew Language, secular and academic 

education. There are many aspects of Talmud Torah that I like but the warmth 
and passion that the teachers and staff have for the children is outstanding.  I 

really appreciate the small class sizes where our children receive more individual 
attention than if they were at a larger school, and this also contributes to the 

warmth of the school and closeness amongst its students. 

 —Shane Asbell, President of Beth Israel Modern Orthodox Synagogue





Our Vision. 
To deliver a high quality foundation in a pluralistic Judaic and secular education that 

inspires students to achieve their personal best.

To build a rich environment where our students develop a strong Jewish identity and a 

feeling of commitment and lifelong belonging to the larger Jewish Community – Klal 

Yisrael.

To enrich Edmonton Jewish life by being an essential and foundational place of 

learning, community and connection for generations to come.

Our Mission. 
Talmud Torah Society fosters an inclusive place of 
learning and community rooted in Jewish history, 

traditions, and values. 



The Talmud Torah 
Society Values.

We value Jewish Identity, Educational Excellence, 
Community, Inclusivity, Safe Space,  and Stewardship, 

Trust and Transparency.



Jewish Identity זהות יהודית Zehut 

Yehudit

The Talmud Torah Society strives to 

ensure that there is a place where 

our students can learn about and be 

immersed in their heritage, traditions, 

Hebrew language, culture, history, and 

religion. We inspire our students to 

find meaning and belonging in Jewish 

life and are guided by the desire to 

preserve and further this legacy for our 

community.

Educational Excellence מצוינות בחינוך 

Metzuyanut Bechinuch

We believe in the importance of 

lifelong learning grounded in a robust 

academic and Judaic program. Through 

their studies, students develop sound 

character and responsible citizenship 

while nurturing their intellectual, social, 

emotional, and spiritual growth. The 

Talmud Torah Society values educating 

each student according to their needs 

and abilities, and inspires students to 

achieve their own personal excellence in 

all aspects of their lives.

Community קהילה Kehila

The Talmud Torah Society values the relationships that make life meaningful. We are 

committed to our role in creating connections within and between Talmud Torah, 

the Edmonton Jewish community, “Klal Yisrael כלל ישראל “ (the Jewish People), 

the State of Israel, and the community at large. Grounded in Jewish values and 

a sense of social responsibility, our students become empowered community 

members who strive to make a positive difference in the world, Tikkun Olam 

.תיקון עולם



Inclusivity הכללה Haklalah

We strive to create a “kehillah kedosha קהילה קדושה“ 

(sacred community), a community that genuinely 

cares about the people who form it, and makes room 

for everyone to feel welcome and participate. We are a 

pluralistic, non-denominational Jewish institution that 

welcomes, respects and values all families regardless of Jewish 

affiliation, financial situation, ability, gender  identity and 

orientation, or family circumstances.

Safe Space בטחון לכולם Bitachon Lekulam

As owner of the Talmud Torah School building and in the Talmud Torah 

Society’s stewardship role, Talmud Torah Society values the safe physical, 

emotional and spiritual space that we provide for our students.



Stewardship, Trust and Transparency ערבות הדדית Arevut Hadadit

The Talmud Torah Society Board is entrusted with the careful and 

responsible management of the Society. We commit to ensure 

sound financial practices and decision-making that allows 

the organization to be passed down “mi dor l’dor מדור לדור“ 

(from generation to generation). The Board strives to lead 

in a way that builds trust through transparency and open 

communication with our stakeholders.





Strategic Plan.
Areas of Focus 2021–2026



Key Values

Educational Excellence מצוינות בחינוך Metzuyanut Bechinuch 

Jewish Identity זהות יהודית Zehut Yehudit

How We’ll Do This 

Establish a “graduate profile” that includes explicit benchmarks of 

skills and knowledge to be acquired for Grade 6 students in Judaic 

Studies and Hebrew language upon graduation

Conduct a Judaic curriculum review to define the benchmarks 

and curriculum expectations for all K-6 students

Engage with the principal and teachers to support 

increased curriculum integration

Support the principal in promoting the overall academic 

standards that the Society and parents expect

Assess and refine as required the Judaic Studies and 

Hebrew studies for the ELC program

Ensuring and promoting high 
pedagogical and academic 
standards in Judaic and Hebrew 
Studies
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Key Values

Educational Excellence 

 Metzuyanut מצוינות בחינוך

Bechinuch 

Inclusivity הכללה Haklalah 

Safe Space בטחון לכולם Bitachon 

lekulam 

How We’ll Do This

Work with the Principal and ELC 

Director to identify how the Board can 

provide assistance and/or funding to help 

teachers meet the needs of the students

Establish support for remediation and/or 

enrichment programming as required

Develop regular and standard communication 

channels with parents to understand how well 

students’ needs are being met on an ongoing basis

Meeting the needs 
of individual 
students
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Key Values

Stewardship, Trust and Transparency ערבות הדדית Arevut Hadadit 

Community קהילה Kehila 

Inclusivity הכללה Haklalah

How We’ll Do This

Create a formal communication plan for the TTS that 

defines an effective flow of communication between Board 

members, teachers, parents, students and the community 

at large

Modernize the Society’s website, including content, 

navigability, coherence and appearance

Create and implement a 
comprehensive communication 
plan that integrates TTS, School 
Council and ELC communications
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Key Values

Stewardship, Trust and Transparency 

Arevut Hadadit ערבות הדדית

How We’ll Do This

Develop and implement more rigorous 

financial governance practices

Increase Board financial literacy through 

financial orientation sessions and increased 

financial reporting

Improve value proposition communications to 

parents, including transparency around fees and how 

they benefit the children, the School and the overall 

Judaic and learning environment

Ensuring 
TTS’ Financial 
Viability
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Key Values

Stewardship, Trust and Transparency ערבות הדדית 

Arevut Hadadit 

Community קהילה Kehila 

How We’ll Do This

Set fundraising goals for the year based 

on TTS approved budget

Determine and arrange for 

fundraising activities for the school 

year 

Plan how donors will be 

recognized and stewarded for 

campaigns

Establish a 
fundraising 
programme
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Key Values

Stewardship, Trust and 

Transparency ערבות הדדית Arevut 

Hadadit

How We’ll Do This

Use established governance standards 

(e.g. CAIS, Imagine Canada) to assess the 

Society’s current practices 

Take steps to review, create, and implement 

Board Policy Manual

Increase Board governance literacy through 

orientation sessions and other initiatives

Formalize the relationship between the Talmud 

Torah Society and School Council

Ensure the Board 
follows governance 
best practices
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About the Strat 
Plan Process.

2019–2020

Need for 

Strategic Plan 

Identified

Stakeholder 

Interviews 

Performed

October 2020

Interview Findings 

Recommendation 

Report

Mission Statement 

Workshop

December 2020

Vision Values Workshop

January 2021

Community Survey

March 2021

Community Survey 

Findings Report

Strategic Planning 

Workshop I



May 2021

Strategic Planning 

Workshop II

Strategic Priorities 

Adopted by the Board

June 2021

AGM Strategic Priorities 

Presented to Society 

Membership

New Board 

Members 

Elected

July 2021

New Board 

Orientation

August 2021

Strategic Plan, 

including Tactics,  

Approved by Board

Fall 2021

Committees 

Established and 

Strategic Plan 

Actions Begin





Special Thanks. 
 

In line with TT’s rich history of support from community-minded 

individuals, the development of this strategic plan was the culmination 

of many hours of volunteer work from a diverse group of committed 

community members and TT parents. We would like to recognize the 

volunteers who invested their time to create this plan, many of whom are 

now working to bring these goals to life. 

Laurence Abbott | Melissa Benjamin | Ben Coppens | Jennifer Coppens 

Ruth Coppens | Leeor Eliyahu | Lisa Hering | Michelle Huberman 

Doug Kondor | Jennifer Magalnick | Megan Mandel | Sharon Marcus 

Christina Reboh | Mona Rosenberg | Rebecca Mello | Debbie Sniderman 

Randy Soifer | Arielle Whitham | Gary Wolch | Noga Vaisblat | Ben Yovel

Additional thanks to TTS and EPSB Staff, Consultant George Rutherford, 

and all the other community members and parents who engaged with us 

along the way.

Thank you! 



 I support Talmud Torah because every Jewish community deserves a Jewish 
school that is pluralistic in nature, valuing all denominations and faiths. My two 
daughters attended Talmud Torah from pre-school to grade 9. They received 

excellent secular education through Edmonton Public Schools, as well as enriched 
Judaic and Hebrew instruction. They learned to appreciate and value being 

Jewish and to also learn how to be good human beings and appreciate themselves 
and the diversity of the world.

—Natalie Soroka, TT Staff



The sense of community and closeness at that school is a beautiful thing. My 
husband made 4 best friends in playschool and they have been the same friends 

he celebrated every milestone in his life with even to this day. I went to public 
school and I have some relationships and connections but nothing so deep as 

these lifelong bonds that people leave TT with. 

—Megan Mandel, TT Parent

Talmud Torah is immensely important to the Edmonton Jewish Community as it 
educates our youth about the many Jewish traditions, prayers and customs. It also 

allows children to make friendships and connections with other Jewish children.  
We have had many positive experiences, from assemblies to Chanukah Parties. 

The staff is very caring and personable. We also sent our kids to the ELC which is 
attached to TT and that was a life saver.  

— Doug Kondor, TT Parent



Edmonton Talmud Torah Society

Talmud Torah School 

6320 172 St NW Edmonton, AB T5T 6H1

Society Office 

780-481-3377 | information@talmudtorahsociety.com 

School Office (EPSB K-6) 

780-487-9290

Early Learning Centre & Out of School Care  

780-483-0170

talmudtorahsociety.com 

facebook.com/talmudtorah.societyedmonton | Instagram @talmudtorahsociety





EDMONTON TALMUD TORAH SOCIETY


